Cultivation Practices - Onion

Climate: Wide range of climates and prefers moderate
temperatures (18-20°C), but short days are beneficial for bulb
formation. Itis sensitive to extreme heat and cold.

Land Type and Preparation: Deep ploughing and harrowing are
essential for creating a good seedbed.

Well-drained sandy loam or loamy soil with a pH of 6.5t0 7.5 is ideal.

Sowing time: For Early Kharif, February-April (South India), and
May-June (Maharashtra and other states). For Late Kharif, August-
September. For Rabi (spring), October-November (plains), and
March-April (hills).

Seedrate: 6-10kg/ha

Seed Treatment: Treat seeds with thiram (2g/kg of seed) to prevent
damping off.

Nursery Bed Preparation: Raised beds (3m x0.6m x 0.2-0.3m) are
recommended for heavy soils, flat beds for sandy soils.

Depth: Sow seeds atadepth ofaround 1.0-2.0cm.

Transplanting: Seedlings are ready for transplanting in 35-45 days,
depending on the region.

Spacing: spacing of 15 cm between rows and 10 cm between
plants.

Nutrient Management:

Apply a balanced fertilizer according to soil test recommendations.
Follow recommendations for Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P), and
Potassium (K) based on soil analysis.

Irrigation: Irrigation should apply on every 10-15 days, and stop the
irrigation 10 days before from harvesting.

Weed Management: Remove all weeds and debris from the
planting area.

Pest and Disease Management: Fungicides: Use appropriate
fungicides like Indofil M45 @ 0.25% with Triton against purple blotch
and stem phylum blight. Insecticides: Use Malathion @ 0.1% along
with Triton against thrips. Integrated Pest Management approach
with cultural practices apply when necessary.

Harvesting: Harvest when tops turn yellow and begin to fall over.
Cure the bulbs properly before storage. Store onions in a cool, dry,
and well-ventilated area. Maintain temperature between 45-55°F.

Disclaimer: This is general recommendation of package of practices for the
onion, but specific recommendations may be followed according to local
agriculture institutes/departments.
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