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Cultivation Practices of Mustard

Climate: Mustard is, thrives in cool and dry weather. Temperature
between the 20-280C for the completion of vegetative phase, and
10-250C for the reproductive phase for better development of seed
and oil.

Land Type and Field Preparation: Sandy soils with good organic
matter and sufficient soil moisture & it can also grow in clayey and
light loamy soils with a pH between 6.0 and 7.0. Deep ploughing
followed by harrowing and planking.

Sowing Time: October 1st week to November 2nd week.

Seed Rate: 3.0-4.5 kg/ha

Seed treatment : Treated with Thiram or Captan or carbendazim @
2.5g/kg of seed to control seed borne diseases. To control White rust
and downy mildew seed treatment with Ridomil Gold (Metalaxyl 4%
+ Mancozeb 64%) @ 6gm/kg of seed. Similarly, Trichoderma was
also used @ 5gm/kg of seed for the suppression of soil-borne
diseases.

Spacing: Row to row 45 cm &15-20 cm plant to plant

Depth: Seed should sow at a depth of 2-3 cm.

Irrigation: Provide irrigation at pre-bloom and pod-filling stages,
especially if rainfall is insufficient. Ensure proper bunding and
leveling of fields before monsoon for effective moisture
conservation.

Nutrient Management: Apply a balanced fertilizer (N:P:K =
80:40:40 kg/ha and 4 kg Boron, 20 kg sulphur & 10 kg Zinc) based
on soil testing and crop requirements. Half of the nitrogen (N) at
sowing, while remaining should be applied at flowering time.

Weed Management: Thin seedlings to maintain desired plant-to-
plant distance (10-15 cm) after 3-4 weeks. Control weeds with one
hoeing after 3-4 weeks of sowing.

Pest and Disease Management: Monitor for pests like aphids and
white rust and use appropriate control measures (insecticides or
fungicides).

Harvesting and Threshing: Harvest mustard when the pods turn
yellowish and light brown colour.Harvest at a seed moisture content
ofthe seeds for storage must come down to 8%.

Disclaimer: This is general recommendation of package of practices for the
mustard, but specific recommendations may be followed according to local
agriculture institutes/departments
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